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Comments of Alan Potamkin

As a former radio and television broadcaster, I am troubled by the proposed
LPFM plan. It would be a terrible mistake to implement it. Recently, the
Telecommunications Act of 1996 attempted to solidify a weakened radio industry by
allowing consolidation. There is a strong argument to be made that the fragmentation of
radio, caused in part by Docket 80-90, necessitated that consolidation. Today, radio is
again faced with that same fragmentation. This time, it will come from a source that
cannot be counteracted by terrestrial radio. That source is satellite radio. With two
services about to launch 100 channels each, every local radio station will be faced with
new competition from an additional 200 stations. Why compound this vast listener
fragmentation by adding more terrestrial stations?

It is ironic that much ofwhat the FCC is attempting to accomplish with LPFM is
to give small broadcasters a voice in the community. Yet, the recent changes made by the
FCC through implementation of the Telecommunications Act have put the "squeeze" on
small broadcasters in the worst way. Firstly, the small broadcaster has been forced to
compete with large chains of stations, which are often held by public companies.
Secondly, he has lived by, and will continue to have to live by, strict and often onerous
interference rules. IfLPFM is passed, the "new" LPFM operators, who are for the most
part "non professional broadcasters", will not have to live by those same rules, nor will
they have to provide the broad range of public service to the community that the small
commercial broadcaster has and does.

It has been my observation that many ofthe people who are attempting to further

the LPFM proposal are those with "special interests" and "personal agendas" to further.
In the case of noncommercial radio, why would any reasonable person want to spend
money out of their own pocket [to broadcast] ifthey did not have a particular agenda to
pursue? In the case ofcommercial low power stations, why should anyone be granted a
free license, and then enjoy living by relaxed regulations, when the rest of the
commercial broadcasters live by a much more stringent and demanding set ofrules?
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The LPFM proposal pays tribute to, and lends credibility to pirate broadcasters
who feel that they are personally entitled to a piece ofthe broadcast spectrum, regardless
of the price to the rest of society. To exemplify this point, I am attaching an article from
the Martha's Vineyard Times, dated July 15, 1999. You may note that the people
mentioned in the article, who plan on putting this pirate station on the air, state,
"Although the FCC has not usually sought out 'pirate' stations... " To legalize low
power stations, would be to legitimize these "pirate" stations, and therefore condone
their illegal activities. Ifpirates have no regard for the Federal Laws prohibiting illegal
broadcasting, why would they have regard for obscenity or engineering regulations?

I do not understand how, all of the sudden, second and third adjacency protections
have become unnecessary. If this is indeed the case, allow this newly found benefit to
inure to those that have struggled and toiled under the current system. Allow them new
translators and repeaters formerly unavailable to them. Those are the broadcasters who
will be facing the biggest challenge when satellite radio adds 200 channels to the radio
landscape in each market. Those are same broadcasters who may need that very
spectrum [you are contemplating utilizing for LPFMj for the transition to in-band digital
transmission.

There are too many factors, which make LPFM unfeasible at this time. I am
strongly against it, and hope that you will consider my thoughts prior to taking any
action.

Sincerely,

~P{)1~
Alan Potarnkin
4675 S.W. 74th St.
Miami, Fla. 33143
(305) 665-9600
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Pirate Radio
Station Set
To Rock
Island

Change Is In the wind for the 10­
cal~WMVf (92.7) has

just completed a techn010gtcal
rnaIreover that wm enable It to
broadcast 24 bows a day, and two
new stalionsare poised to jump on
the air arid add a new _ to the

local I'M dlal. One Is 90: I weAl, a
Ucensed sta_ based In WOods
Hoie (see story below!; '!be other,
Is 98.7, Free RadIo MMtba's VIne­
yard (FRMV), an un1Ieensed (a.k.a.
"pirate") Itllcro8tatiDll soon to start
transmItttng a free40nn mIX of
music, news, and thelIIer from a
barn 10 West TI8Inny.

In an act of eleclrorilc cIvI1 dis­
obedience that vIo1atescurrent
Federal ComnmnIcalloDs CommIs­
sion (FCC) reguIa_, Bill Moran­
cy of oak B1uffs ami co1lorl8 plan
to launch a new,~
low-poWer statIOn that he esti"
mates WIll re8ch 80 to 90 percent
of the 'island. A beam'will be tnml!­
mitted from a 35-foot'Whlplash an­
temta on a West TIsbury barn to a
house on a hill, where the slgna1
will be amp1lfted to 40 watts. WUh­
10 the next few weeks, Island ra­
dios wIthIn a direct line of SIght of
that hilltop house (those not In a
hollow or at the bottom of a hl1l)
should be able to tulJe 10 to I'M
98.7.

Mr. Morancy, lo~e resident
who sports a long saIt-and-pepper
beard but no eye patCh. tS "gotng
Ioto this WIth eyes WIde open," he
said, knowtng run well that Ifhe
transmits unlicensed radio waves
he could face a ftve-~ line
from the FCC, whlcll does not cur­
rently g,;,mtllcensesto any FM
stations broadcasting below 100
watts.

"Wej~t want to be able to talk
to each ofui,,- as a community: he
said "We want to provide a radio

station wblch Is as diverse. as 10­
teresttng. as cosmopolllan, and as
rich • OlItllDllllJlUJ1lty. Ifthe FCC
chooses to come and by and stop
us. we'll go Ioto federal court and
seek an IDjtJncllon enjoJnlng them
from shutttng uil doiWl1 whlIe...,
make a case based on free speech.
We're not golrig to dobin se­
cret. You ~'tdo~ secret
here. Seem? On Martha's V1ne- .
yard?" he added, laughIng. "We
have a young lawyeI-ln Edgartown
who Is eager to tske on the C8III! ­
If It slJou1d become a_."

That laWyer Is DanIel Larkosh,
who said he Is "gomg to by to be
ready to deal WIth any problema
he may have WIth the1egalstatus
of the sts1:lml. "We're snt1cIpsting
some_. I admtre people

Uke Bill who stick their neck out
and stand up for what they belleve
10. And I agree with him when he
says that corpotate radio Is not re­
ally a vOke of the people and not
always responsive to the needs of
the community."

Mr. Morancy Is taking a taek
that was tried WIth near success
last year by Stephen lltmIfer of
Radio Free Berkeley, the-mavertck
microbroadcsster credited WIth
spurting a nattona1 movement. "He
got a court to grant him an Iojunc­
tion for ftve years,whlcll he used
to stay on the 311' and baUd sup­
port and goodwIII,"Satd Mr.
Morancy, who~hecan
count on that'kind cfcstlpport on
Martha's VIneyard. MIcrobroad­
casters na1:lmlWlde were heartened
when a federal judge lIUthorlzed
Mr. Dunlfer to eontInIae broadcsst­
log pending a decision and in­
structed the FCC to·examIne the
propriety of Its regulatllry scheme.
The FCC Is cumntly processIog
comments-as It deUberates DlI pos­
sible rtI1e eIu\ngcl5'C01l1ltmlng low­
power 1Icenses.Me8nwIllIe, Mr.
Morancy IsposltionIog himself to
catch the wave ofchange and
make his own _YeS.

A proctduraI mistake ultimately
silenced Radio FreeBerlreley last
year, "when the court ftnaI1y re­
jeeted Dwilfci's Case oil the
grounds thatilt~~ to IDe
an appUcat1onWlth'I:heFCC In the

flrst.p~·J,~~.in contact
v1aibe lritenl~ nII!llfer's
lawyer. He sent me>1in'tiie forms I
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need to send to the FCC to protect
our rtghts. It's called 'exhausting
your admJnlstratlYe remedles.· Of
course. we know ahead of tlme
that the FCC Is not going to ap­
prove our application."

A GnnaI<lIlweD of PIrates
The FCC may choose to turn a

blJnd eye on FRMV as It dectdes
how to bandIe the recent prolifer­
ation of unlicensed m1crobroad­
casters nationwide, a ground
sweR fueled In part bY techno­
logtcal advances and In part bY
a cltlzen bacl<lash against the

corporate consolida-

~
tlOnofthe

radio In-
dustIy that
has ensued
since deregulation changed

thenumber~f
stations that ..
canbe
owned bY
a single entlqr. Local deejay
MIke McIqgbUn explains,
"Deregulation was supposed
to spread out 0WIteJahIp,
but it bacldlred. Now there
are only live or slx radio
groups that dominate
something like 8Q percent
of radio In this countIy:

Mr. Morancy may be
1Iying to swim agaIn$I
the tide of consolidation
himself, but he can ap­
prectate the business
sense In It: "All the big
fish are gobblJng up
the little fish. You can
see why, It's just simple
economics. The thing that gets
me Is that stations like the one
we're starting are caRed 'pirates,'
but In fact the people who bave
taken our publicly owned alrwaves
from us are~ We're just
the peqpJe. W4i·~!D'In8tO .
mak&money oItQIle another:

In the radio~, !lstI:OOs .
are money. BU.fe.BIl8canget
e<!gywhen theY~they n\lght
be.1oIllng~~ •.lJle
FCC has not usuiIIIY sought out
~"sta¥ons,)t~~'"
when It~.1I,~Inlfl'pm
a nc=-~~mat'ket Is being
Imptnged"!l¥ anunJtreosed
broadcas:f#; ,
Thllt'-tliat~ '1ICei\aed

stations btthelll'C!l hQid'" power-

ful trump.

WIIVY a.poada
Joe GaUagher bought WMVY last

summer fOr a $1 million, a bargain
(the previous owners paid two and
a half tlmes that). Mr. Gal1agher Is
the president of the Rhode Island­
based Aurltaur Communications
that owns five other stations In
Massachusetts and NewYod<.
Does Mr. Gallagher feel concerned
that new stations might take loyal
WMVY listeners? "No." he replied
In a lelephone interview. "That's
not a Vet)' enlightened view of the

world. We would

lIke~ posslbly
even wod< to­

gether wlthWCAI.

~
competltlon Is a

gdod thing.
It's not a

. matter
ofd1strl­

butlon
but of
being

ahleto
provide
good con­
tent."

Though
there are

currently no plans to
change WMV'('s content
-It wIU stay 'true to the
trusqr "adult alternative
alrplay" format -It Is
changing. A feature Is
now being added to Its

web site, www.moyra­
dio.com,~~

users worldwide to listlin to
WMVY on their computers. And

the actual studio Itself was'com­
pletely overbauled recently, giVIng
the station the IechnlCaI capabillqr
to start broadcasting 24 hours a
day, sometlmes unmimned, begin­
ning In mid-August.

"We have brought the station to
this centwy: sald Mr. Gallagher.
"Now we have digital editing, digi­
tal music storage. AU the music Is
on a hard drive, It makes things
more efficient, so you can reallo­
cate your tlme:

With these changes, people can't
help but speculate on whether Mr,
Gal1agher pIans to seD It. He "tin- '
derstands why they would, given
the fact that I am In the process of

seRing five other stations: But, he
added, "I bave no plans of seDing
WMVY. I was offered double what I
paid for It the day after I bought It.
DId I accept the oIJeI? No. Would I
consider $5 miUIon? Of course,"

PIa1btC It IIJ' Ear
By contrast, a low-power home­

transmltIing kit now costs between
$500 and $2,000, AccordIng to Mr,
Morancy, FRMV has enough capi­
tal to get equlpped and operate for
about a year ("I sold my motorcy­
cle; he admitted).

"We don't bave money for a mu­
sic coRectlon, but we bave already
recrlIIted 10 or Itdeejays WIth.ex­
'~ collectkm8ofthelr mm;
he added, AU unpaid volunteers, of
course.

Islander Peter SImon, wbo sald
he Is "buclllllgthe.depresslng
trend towl!<ds ~t\oIl" In his
own WMVY show "l'ltvate COllec­
tion" (S~$.tI> 10 pm), does­
n'tsee much pfoDuse In the free­
for-an format ofFree Radio. "There
won't be any money In It, SO they
'"'Ill't get any good alr taIent." he
said. "It wIU probably be Worse
than a coUege radio station."

Mr. Morancy said, he Is open to
l\Il}'thIng and~,VOIun­
leers. "Theltnporfa¢itiblllls that
there won"! be bIook p.)iglilmming,
You could be listening to a tlo.ch
cantata, and then followiagthat
could be a Bill Cosby roIttlne and
then some swing from the '208.
You'd never know what was next,"

He plans to bave a hot IJne lis­
teners could call to leave a mlnute­
long me~.""""t~ re­
semblJng a letter to the editor,
wh1ch would then be editedand
broadcast intermittently, along
with music, poetIy, and theater.

,"And we can broadcast high
school football games aga1nI" said
Mr. Morano/.

"If those of U8lnvolved In this
project tbougrIt wtIVY WBl' trnIy
servtng this COIIlIDUIIIly the way
we deserve, we wouldn't bave
started this In the first place: Mr.
Morancy added. "It Is our position
as an organization that we have
the right to use a portion of the
publicly owned alrwaves In order
to communicate with ourselves as
a community. That's exactly what
we Intend to do."


